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According the literatures of Ayurveda all drugs in this universe are having medicinal values. So it is the duty of 

a physician to know the use of such plants as food and medicine. They have also advised us to use such drug 

after a detailed examination The standardization includes Macroscopic study which gives the description of s 

crude drug includes the size, shape, nature of outer and inner surface, type of fracture and organoleptic 

characters like color, taste etc. and the Microscopic studies is a technique of qualitative evaluation, it is a part of 

pharmecognosy where drug is studied in entire or powder form and it includes study of features like stomata, 

trichomes, calcium oxalate crystals, starch grains, and vessels are important anatomical characteristics of the 

organized drug which varies to individual drugs and serves as a main identification tool of a particular drug.   
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Detailed Macro-microscopic Atlas of Different Parts of a Folk 

Medicinal Plant Dioscorea oppositifolia L.  

 

ABSTRACT 

Introduction: Human being depends mainly 

on plants for his survival in all the aspect 

particularly for the food. From the beginning 

of civilization his interest to find new plant and 

its utility is a continuous process. One such 

plant is Dioscorea oppositifolia L. 

(Dioscoreaceae) found frequently in and 

around Udupi locally known as Kaadu genasu. 

The plant is large climber with numerous 

cylindrical tubers which are consumed as food 

as it is very nutritive and used as food during 

famine. On account of these utilities of this 

less explored plant material, a detailed 

pharmacognostical study including macro and 

microscopy was conducted. Methods: D. 

oppositifolia L. was subjected to macro and 

microscopic characterization employing 

standard methodology mentioned in 

pharmacopoeia and other herbal analysis 

protocols. Results: The Macro and 

microscopic studies of different parts of the 

plant viz. leaf petiole, lamina, stem,root and 

tubers were performed.  Conclusion: The 

finding of the study will be helpful for the 

identification of the plant.     
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